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Microbiologist, dad test negative for Nipah 
Mangaluru:  The Nipah virus test result of a 25-year-old 
microbiologist, isolated at District Wenlock Hospital in 
Mangaluru, has come negative. Confirming this, District 
Health Officer (DHO) Dr Kishore Kumar told TNIE that 
samples of the youth’s father were also sent for Nipah test 
to the National Institute of Virology (NIV) in Pune, and had 
returned negative.  However, both of them will have to 
stay in hospital for seven more days as his father has 
tested positive for Covid-19. The DHO said that since the 
son is the primary contact, he has to stay in hospital too.  
The microbiologist, employed with a Goa-based company 
that manufactures Nipah and Covid-19 test kits, had 
expressed fear that he may have contracted the Nipah 
virus, after which his and his father’s samples were sent 
for testing. The youth had travelled from Goa to his 
hometown Karwar on a two-wheeler on September 8, 
during which he got drenched in rain and got a severe 
headache and fever. This led him to panic and suspect that 
he has got Nipah. He approached a hospital in Karwar, and 
from there, was shifted to the Mangaluru hospital in an 
ambulance. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Kalaburagi: Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai who is arriving in 
Kalaburagi on Friday to participate in the Kalyana Karnataka Day 
celebrations will also inaugurate massive Covid-19 vaccine drive 
from Kalaburagi, said Deputy Commissioner V V Jyothsna.

CM TO KICKSTART 
MEGA VAX DRIVE

After a lull, Karnataka 
records 1,116 new cases   
Bengaluru: After a brief respite of 
five days, when the state recorded 
less than 1,000 cases daily, 
Karnataka saw a sharp spike, 
registering 1,116 new patients and 
taking the state tally to 29,64,083. 
Active cases increased from 15,754 
to 15,892.  Bengaluru saw the 
highest addition in cases since July 
9 (472 cases), with 462 cases 
taking the city’s tally to 12,42,332. 
Active cases saw the highest 
percentage increase in the city, at 
2.69 per cent, with the number 
going up from 7,136 to 7,328.  The 
state’s positivity rate, however, 
reduced from 6.50 per cent to 6.48 
per cent. Though recovery rate 
reduced on September 14, it picked 
up on Wednesday to 98.19 per 
cent, with 1,034 discharges. The 
capital’s recovery rate, however, 
decreased from 98.13 per cent to 
98.11 per cent. The state’s 
mortality rate remained at 1.26 per 
cent, with eight deaths taking the 
toll to 37,529. Bengaluru’s 
mortality rate remained at 1.29 per 
cent, with five deaths taking the 
city’s toll to 16,065. ENS

R A N J A N I  M A D H A V A N  
@  B e n g a l u r u

WITH reducing hesitancy among 
pregnant and lactating women in 
getting the Covid-19 vaccine, the in-
oculation drive in Bengaluru is go-
ing slow but steady.

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara 
Palike plans to extend the drive 
from three days a week (Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday) to all days, 
besides setting up vaccination sites 
in all 20 maternity homes coming 
under the corporation.

Ever since the drive began on 
July 27, 3,701 pregnant women and 
830 lactating women were vaccinat-
ed with one dose in Bengaluru, un-
til September 14. These beneficiar-
ies were vaccinated in 12 public 
health centres, including six refer-
ral hospitals, three urban primary 
health centres (UPHC), one com-
munity health centre, Vani Vilas 
Hospital and Gosha Hospital, with 

either Covaxin or Covishield.
The drive is more time-consum-

ing with these women, as they have 
to undergo screening, counselling 
and a check-up.”We screen preg-
nant women for being high-risk pa-
tients, be it those with BP, sugar or 
other abnormalities. If  they are at 
risk, vaccination is delayed by a 
few days. After screening, they are 
counselled about the vaccine and 
possible after-effects. This is fol-
lowed by a gynaecological check-
up, post which they are given the 
jab,” a BBMP health official said. 
The process does not end here, 
with the vaccine beneficiary being 
monitored for the next 10 days.

The vaccination site informs the 
field staff  at UPHCs, who in turn 
inform ASHA workers and ANMs, 
who call or visit the women. The 
vaccination sites also follow up 
with the beneficiary. To ensure the 
process is done efficiently, the 
drive is currently on a smaller 

scale. When women come for ante-
natal checkups at government hos-
pitals, awareness is created on get-
ting the vaccine. “In the first week, 
the drive was slow but now it has 
picked up. There is a set protocol 
in place and only those eligible are 
vaccinated. We don’t open the 
counter and wait. Instead, we 
reach out to the beneficiaries and 
bring them to maternity homes. 
There is less hesitancy now,” said 
D Randeep, Special Commissioner, 
Health, BBMP. Vani Vilas Hospi-
tal, where 511 pregnant women 
and 124 lactating mothers have re-
ceived the jab, it is observed that 
more women are coming forward 
to take the Covid vaccine now, said 
Dr Santosh D Prabha, resident 
medical officer. Almost 10 to 15 peo-
ple come per day and even those 
admitted in hospital wards are 
coming forward, with staff  nurses 
doing their part by counselling 
patients.

Vax drive goes smooth for lactating mothers
Have to undergo counselling, check-up; beneficiaries monitored for 10 days after jab

HASSAN: The district administration has started 
a special drive to jab people at their doorstep to 
achieve 100 percent vaccination at the earliest. 
The health department has formed special teams 
comprising a senior nurse, an ASHA worker and 
health assistants for the purpose following the di-
rection of  DC R Girish who is keen on achieving 
the goal at the earliest. The team of  health staff  is 
planning to visit 100 villages in each taluk for vac-
cination in the first phase. Data says 1,335 people 
have died due to Covid in the district. There are 
562 active cases and 1.10 lakh people have recov-
ered so far from Covid in the district.

Now, people are getting vaccination immediate-
ly after visiting vaccination centres as the health 
department set up more such centres at taluk and 
hobli levels 15 days ago. Elected representatives 
and senior officials had tried to influence the vac-
cination drive on many occasions when there was 
shortage of  the vaccine. 

Covid vaccination at 
doorstep of villagers
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