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Bullets fly over contested land parcel in Vejalpur

Ahmedabad: A land bro-
ker from Bavla on Wednesday
filed a complaint with Sarkhej
police, alleging that two men
leading a mob of nearly 100
people barged on to a piece of
land in his possession in
Vejalpur and fired about 15
rounds on facing resistance.

Sarkhej police registered
the complaint by Bharat Algotar.
He stated that the shooting

occurred on Feb 23 and the FIR
was filed after he moved a plea
before the Gujarat State Hu-
man Rights Commission
(SHRC). Algotar said he had
signed an agreement with
Harishankar Prajapati to buy
the plot in question in Vejalpur
for Rs 31 crore after the legal
encumbrance on it was
cleared. He paid a token sum
of Rs 31 lakh for the agreement
in 2017. Prajapati was occupy-
ing the plot, which belonged to
someone else.

On Feb 23 morning,
when Algotar was in Navsari,
his friend Chetan Puwar told

him that 100 men armed with
machetes and sticks had
barged on to the plot to take
possession of it. Algotar sent
his business partner, Vikram
Solanki, to the spot. He was
confronted by Hitendra Vaghela
from Sanand and Dipak Hirpara
from Ambli. A security guard
called the police control room,
but the accused did not move
and told Solanki they had court
orders to take the plot’s pos-
session. On the evening of Feb
23, when Solanki and the oth-
ers went to talk to the accused,
they allegedly attacked Solanki
and three others with ma-

chetes and fired at them, miss-
ing narrowly. The accused al-
legedly fired about 15 rounds
into the air and the ground.
Solanki and the others then
left. Algotar said Sarkhej po-
lice had filed a complaint
against him as people from the
accused’s side had been in-
jured. Solanki had also moved
a plea with Sarkhej police and
later with the SHRC. On
Wednesday night, Sarkhej po-
lice registered a complaint for
rioting, attempted murder and
unlawful assembly and other
offences against Vaghela and
Hirpara.

Gujarat to vote for all 26 seats
in single phase on May 7

Gandhinagar: All the 26
Lok Sabha seats of Gujarat
will go to polls in the third
phase of the general election
on May 7. While the BJP aims
for a hattrick of 26-out-of-26
wins, the opposition Congress
is plagued with a series of
defections and the Aam
Aadmi Party looks to
strengthen its presence in the
state. Byelections to five
assembly seats – Vijapur,
Khambhat, Waghodia,
Manavadar and Porbandar –
wil l  also be held
simultaneously with the Lok
Sabha elections on May 7.

The bypolls have been
necessitated because of
resignations of opposition
and independent MLAs.

The ECI has not
announced bypoll for the
Visavadar seat, which was
vacated after the resignation
of AAP MLA Bhupendra
Bhayani.

The gazette notification

for the 26 LS seats of Gujarat
will be made on April 12,
while the last date for filing
nominations will be April 19
and last date for withdrawal
of candidatures will be April
22. Even as Narendra Modi
aims for a third straight term
in office as Prime Minister, the
party in his home state
Gujarat is aiming big, having
announced that not only will
the BJP ensure a hattrick of
26 of out 26 seat wins, but
also look to secure victory
margins exceeding 5 lakh
votes. By-elections in 26
assembly seats across 13
states, including Himachal
Pradesh with six
constituencies, coincide with
Lok Sabha elections starting
on April 19. Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
announced the by-elections
following disqualification of
Congress MLAs for rebellion.
States where by-elections
are due include Bihar,

Gujarat, and Haryana.
Addit ional ly, Tripura,
Rajasthan, and Karnataka are
among the states with
upcoming by-elections.

2024 Lok Sabha election
dates announced, voting in 7
phases starting April 19;
results to be out on June 4

The 2024 Lok Sabha
election process begins with
voting in 7 phases from April
19. The Election Commission
announced June 4 as result
day, enforcing the model code
of conduct immediately. The
elections will see 96.8 crore
eligible voters.

Pakistan announces by-
elections for vacant seats in
National and provincial
assemblies on April 21

By-elections for vacant
seats in National Assembly
and provincial assemblies,
including Sindh Assembly,
scheduled for April 21 to
complete general election
2024 process.

IPS officers completing 3
yrs put on leave reserve

Ahmedabad: With the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) announcing the dates for
the general election on
Saturday, at least five IPS
officers from Gujarat, who
have completed three years or
are on the verge of completing
three years in the same
position or are posted in the
same parliamentary
constituency, have been put on
“leave reserve” by the election
panel.

P Bharathi, CEO Gujarat,
told TOI, “As per the ECI
directives, we have written to
state govt to put those officers
on leave reserve who have

completed three years in the
same position or are about to
complete three years in the
same position. ECI will take a
call on the appointment of
officers on vacant posts and
other transfers.”

Sources in the police said
that these officers are
Ahmedabad range IG Premvir
Singh, Ahmedabad city crime
branch DCP Chaitanya
Mandalik, DCP (Zone 1) Lavina
Sinha, additional
commissioner of police
(Sector 1) Chirag Koradia,
and Border range IG J R
Mothalia.

All these officers have

completed or are close to
completing three years in the
same position or in the same
parliamentary constituency.

In preparations for the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, the ECI
had last Dec instructed state
govts to transfer officers who
have served at a particular
location for a “considerably
long period”.

The poll panel issues such
directions to the states ahead
of the Lok Sabha and
assembly polls to ensure that
officials with political leanings
do not interfere with the
electoral process and do not
disturb the level-playing field.

Ahmedabad: The
Gujarat high court has stayed
the investigation against two
lawyers, who were booked by
Panchmahal police for alleg-
edly video-recording proceed-
ings of a special Pocso court
in Halol town. The lawyers —
Jignesh Joshi and Parvez
Shaikh — were booked under
Sections 228, 224, 186, 189,
506(2) and 114 of IPC (insult-
ing a public servant during ju-
dicial proceeding, resisting
arrest, preventing public serv-
ant from discharging his duty,
threat of injury to public serv-
ant, issuing death threat and
abetment). This was after
they allegedly video-recorded
the proceedings in special
Pocso judge H B Trivedi’s court
with a pen camera and mo-
bile phone on Feb 29. The law-
yers moved the HC for quash-
ing of the FIR, where they as-
sured the high court that they
maintain the dignity and de-
corum of the court, and even
otherwise are duty-bound to
strictly adhere to professional
ethics, their advocate Aftab
Ansari said. The HC stayed the
probe and sought a reply from
the police with observation,
“…with a view to maintain and
keep up cordial relationship
between the Bar and Bench,
it is expedient at this juncture
to consider the case of the
petitioners and to grant ad in-
terim relief without entering
into the merits of the matter.”
The next hearing will be on
May 2. According to the case
details, the lawyers appeared
in court for the first time for
the accused in a particular
case. During the hearing, the
judge suspected that the law-
yers were recording the pro-
ceedings. When the lawyers
were confronted, they alleg-
edly created a ruckus. When
a peon tried to stop them, they
manhandled him and fled the
courtroom. The judge in-
structed the court registrar to
file a criminal complaint
against the lawyers.

Probe into filming
of Pocso proceed-

ings stayed

150cr to be
spent to turn
Sanand II into
model estate

Ahmedabad: With
Sanand drawing invest-
ments in the semiconductor
sector, the Gujarat Industrial
Development Corporation
(GIDC) has planned ambi-
tious infrastructure develop-
ment at its Sanand II GIDC
estate. A top GIDC official
said a series of infrastruc-
ture projects are planned for
the estate over the next
eight months to make it a
model industrial estate for
the whole country. Semicon-
ductor companies such as
Micron Inc, Simmtech and
CG Power have decided to
set up units at the Sanand
II estate. Rahul Gupta, MD,
GIDC said, “These invest-
ments have pos i t ioned
Sanand at the centre of In-
dia's semiconductor revolu-
tion.

Dafnala-Airport stretch to
be redeveloped for 43cr

Ahmedabad: The
Ahmedabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (AMC) recently floated

a tender to redevelop the 3-
km stretch of road between
Shahibaug Dafnala and Air-

port Circle at a projected cost
of Rs 43.64 crore. One year
ago, the civic body spent Rs
50 lakh to beautify this
stretch. The 30-metre wide
road will be redeveloped as
an “iconic road”. The civic
body intended to widen this
road earlier, but as it could
not acquire the land from the
cantonment, it has been de-
cided to keep the width the
same. The tender was floated
on March 12 and the civic
body will open bids on April
3. Sources said that the AMC,
in its 2024-25 budget, has
planned to redevelop five
stretches of roads that are
entry points to the city. These
stretches are Shantipura to
Cadila Circle, Naroda crema-
torium to Dehgam junction,
the stretch of SP Ring Road
near Kake Da Dhaba, Pakwan
Junction to Keshavbaug, and
Dafnala to Airport Circle.


