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Ahmedabad: ‘Witchdoctor’ makes
woman’s Rs 50,000 vanish
AHMEDABAD: A 50year-old woman from the
Sardarnagar area of the city
has been duped of Rs 50,000
by a alleged YouTube
‘witchdoctor’ on the pretext of
brining positive vibes in her
house.
The approached the
accused after she got
impressed by watching the
videos posted by the accused
on YouTube. But, she ended
up loosing money.
The victim, Kamla
Shekhawat’s son Dashrath
Shekhawat, a resident of
Bhadreshwar Society in
Kotapur, filed a complaint with
the Airport police station
against
the
alleged
‘witchdoctor’ identified as
Abhishek Mishra. Dashrath,

said in his complaint that her
mother Kamla was fed up with
domestic disputes and wanted
peace at home.
“For around a year, she
watched various religious
videos daily programs of
godman
and
alleged
‘witchdoctors’ on various
YouTube channels,” Dashrath
mentioned in the FIR. He said
that she contacted one of such
alleged ‘witchdoctor’ on a
number given on the screen
of theYouTube video and
sought help. Kamla told

IT professionals relaunch
after long gaps

Dashrath to deposit Rs 50,000
in an account of one Abhishek
Mishra on June 26, 2021.
“As one of my
neighbour’s name was also
Abhishek Mishra, I thought my
mother might be lending
money to him. And hence I
deposited the amount in the
account of Abhishek Mishra,”
said Dashrath. Dashrath said
he asked his mother on why
she gave money to Mishra.
She told him that she had
given the money to a
‘witchdoctor’. Dashrath
realized that she might have
been cheated. He tried to
contact on the phone number
on which Kamla had earlier
talked, but his calls went
unanswered. He then filed a
complaint.
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Omicron test lure: Bank Address update scam in Ahmedabad:
accounts emptied in Gujarat
Denim trousers cost Rs 94,000

AHMEDABAD: If you
respond to an email promising
a free Omicron test, you may
let cybercrooks infect your
device and empty your bank
account.
A senior police officer
said that cybercrooks send
emails with attached malicious
links and files. If people open
such a link or a file, their
system —cellphone or
computer — is compromised
and criminals gain access to
vital information.
Recently, the cyber cell
of the state police issued an
advisory on cybercrooks using
the Omicron test lure.
In some instances,
when someone hoping to get
a free test clicks a link, bank
account information is sought
innocuously. Those gullible
enough to divulge private

Programme manager Diti
Nagarsheth said that leaving
jobs due to family was a major
reason why the ratio of
women on higher positions in
IT companies reduced. “The
sector is also very fast paced
and breaks can lead to one
feeling outdated,” Nagarsheth
told. The initiative selected 37
women and offered them
extensive training. “My
husband motivated me to start
working again. I had passed
masters in computer
application (MCA) in 2009, but
never worked as my
placement coincided with my
marriage. I could not have
joined the training and hence
had to let go of a good
opportunity,” said Priyanka
Ajmera (34) from Bikaner. But
now Ajmera is set to kick off
her first job within a couple of
days. “Work from home has
really benefited people like us.
It gave us a chance to start
our careers again which may
not be possible if we are
supposed to go to offices,” she
said.
“Having brushed my skills
and got insight into various
aspects of life apart from
technical training.

Mobile
snatchers have
free run in
diamond city

Two sons of Popular Builders’
promoter caught drunk
Palanpur:
The
controversial Ahmedabadbased firm Popular Builders is
in the news yet again for
wrong reasons. This time, two
sons and a daughter-in-law of
the promoter Raman Patel,
were caught in a heavily
inebriated condition at two
separate places in Aravalli and
Mehsana on Saturday night,
said police officers.
While Priyesh Patel and
his wife Komal were arrested
by Shamlaji police near Ansol
check post of Modasa in
Arvalli, his younger brother
Monang was caught drunk
near Nandasan crossroads in
Mehsana along with three
others. Monang Patel is
accused of attempt to murder
and harassment along with his
father in a case filed by his
wife in Vastrapur police in
August 2020.
According to an FIR filed
by Shamlaji police, the cops

AHMEDABAD: The rising
Covid cases are now leaving
many schools to opt for the
online instruction once again.
A majority of these schools
are located on the western
wide of the Sabarmati river.
Over the last two days,
few more schools announced
that they would opt for online
classes for their primary
standards. HBK school in
Memnagar announced online
mode for classes 1 to 8 , while
Sattva Vikas for standards 1
to 12 and Sant Kabir
announced the same for
classes 1 to 6 recently. Archit
Bhatt , a trustee of Tripada

were deployed at a check post
when they spotted a car being
driven rashly. They stopped
the car and found that a
couple —Priyesh and Komal inside. Both were stinking of
liquor. The police team told
Komal to undergo a
breathalyzer test and insert
the nozzle in her mouth and
blow air in it. But she refused
to undergo the test citing the
Covid-19 pandemic. Her
husband Priyesh too gave the
same reason to evade the test.
Meanwhile, the cops
called two punch witnesses,
who smelt their mouth and
confirmed that they were
drunk. “Their eyes were red
due to inebriated condition
and their speech was also
slurred,” the FIR states.
Shamlaji police booked
Priyesh for drunken driving
and Komal for consuming
liquor. On the other hand,
Monang was caught heavily

school in the city, also
announced on Sunday that
classes 1 to 5 will be online.
Raja Pathak, a trustee
of Sattva Vikas school, says,
“We have decided to go online
for standards 1 to 12. It was
a conscious decision as there
were growing apprehensions
about the pandemic in us and
parents as well.” Pathak said
that from January 5 onwards
his school will organize a
vaccination drive for
adolescents.
Prakash High School,
Rachana School, Udgam
School for Children and Zebar
School for Children had

drunk with three others in a
car near Nandsan crossroads
by a police team of Mehsana
deployed there to check
drunken driving cases.
According to an FIR filed
with Mehsana police, Monang
was also unable to speak and
failed a field sobriety test after
which he was booked by
police under prohibition
charges. His two other friends
named Vishwanath Raval
from Vejalpur and Nikunj Patel
from Ranip were also found
drunk. The Popular Builders
faced the first legal trouble in
August last year after
Monang’s wife alleged sexual
torture and attempt to
murder against him and
Raman Patel. Later, they were
charged with around six cases
of cheating and land grabbing
by city police. Monang was
released on bail from the
Gujarat high court in January,
but Raman is still behind bars.

Diamond baron to rebuild alma mater
BHAVNAGAR:
He
scripted a sparkling success
story by building a diamond
business that spans three
countries. And, the 73-yearold businessman Dungarshi
Goti is indebted to the
lessons learnt in a
government primary school
that he studied in
Va l l a b h i p u r v i l l a g e o f
Bhavnagar district. Sitting
in swanky offices in the US,
Hong Kong and Dubai,
where his businesses are
located, Goti frequently slips
into nostalgia thinking about
‘Kendravarti Shala’ (earlier
known as Taluka Shala),
which helped him make a
strong foundation for the
future. As a son of the soil,
Goti is now helping this
160-year-old
school

information find their accounts
emptied, according to the
advisory issued by the cyber
cell on December 30.
In many cases, people
ended up sharing their details
with fraudsters and lost their
money in this time of crisis,
said a police officer. The
officer said that a formal
complaint is yet to be filed in
relation to such cheating
cases.
“In most cases, people
receive an email which is
ostensibly from the National
Health Service (NHS) of the
UK,” the officer said. “The
message offers the Omicron
test.” The email senders also
instill fear by saying that if the
test is not taken, the recipient
will be placed in isolation to
prevent the spread of the
infection, said the officer.

AHMEDABAD: A pair of
branded denim trousers cost
a Vastrapur interior designer
Rs 94,000, with cybercrooks
siphoning off her money with
a malicious link. She had
clicked the link to get delivery
updates, mentioned an FIR
filed with the Vastrapur police
station on Saturday.
The victim is Apurva
Munet, 25, a resident of
Samruddhi Apartments, who
hails from Madhya Pradesh.
She has been working as a
senior interior designer with
a private firm in Thaltej for the
past two years.
She stated in her FIR
that she had ordered one pair
of denim trousers on
November 28 and another on
November 29 from a shopping
portal of a leading denim

company.
Munet said in her FIR
that the pair she had ordered
on November 28 was
delivered on December 3. But
there was no sign of the
November 29 order. On
December 14, she searched
for the customer care number
of the delivery firm concerned.
She called the number and a
person asked her for the
tracking ID and confirmed that
her package was with the
delivery firm.
She asked him if she
could collect her package

personally. But the man
insisted that their courier
would make the delivery.
The man told her to
update her address by paying
Rs 3 using a link sent to her.
Following his instruction, she
paid the money after which
she received a confirmation
message. Later, the man called
and asked for her preferred
delivery time. On December
14, at around 8.30pm, she
began receiving messages
about money being deducted
from her two bank accounts
linked to a UPI payment app.
In all, she ended up losing Rs
94,000. Having realized that
she had been cheated, she
approached Vastrapur police
and filed a complaint. The
Information Technology Act
has been invoked as well.

Precautions first: More To shoo or not to: Tricky for
schools go online in Gujarat 108 staff when it’s pride vs life

VADODARA: The ‘work
from home’ system adopted
by IT companies has brought
out these women from long
breaks that they took to take
care of their families. They
have reinvigorated their skills
to match pace with the fastpaced technology sector. A
group of women who are
based in different states
across the country, aged
between 34 and 45 years, are
now taking up IT jobs after a
gap of several years including
some who had returned after
almost a decade. Kiran Issrani
(45), who belongs to
Vadodara and had started her
career in the city, had to shift
to Mumbai with her husband
nine years ago. She had a 1.5year-old son at that time and
could not start working in
Mumbai again. “We had no
relatives in Mumbai and one
of us had to take care of our
son. I decided to do so and
never returned to work till I
came to know of a
programme
promising
relaunch of careers of women
like me,” she said. The
initiative was taken by a
leading IT company having
presence in the US and India.

Surat: It seems mobile
snatchers in the city have shed
their fear of provoking the law.
Recently, four such incidents
have been registered with
different police stations in
which citizens complained of
being targeted by mobile
phone snatchers.
The first such incident was
registered with Limbayat
police station by Nagjee
Narola (53) an embroidery
worker and a resident of Yogi
Darshan society in Sarthana
who said bike-borne men
snatched his mobile worth Rs
5,000. According to the
complaint, Narola stated that
he was going to his
workstation near Anjana farm
on his bike on December 19,
when two unidentified persons
on a bike suddenly snatched
his mobile phone from his shirt
pocket near Dumbhal water
pumping station and fled.
Limbayat police registered an
offence against unidentified
bikers and started an
investigation. In another
incident, Musa Saiyad (54) a
resident of Sachin who works
as a security guard in Varacha
area stated that while he was
returning home at around
10pm in November 3, two
bike-borne men snatched his
mobile phone worth Rs 2,500
from his shirt pocket and
escaped from the spot near
Golden point in Mahidharpura.
He later filed a theft complaint
with Mahidharpura police
station. Samir Kadri (23), a daily
wager who lives in Athwalines,
was travelling on his twowheeler along with his sister
Kajal on December 28 at around
9:30pm. While passing near
Bhestan bridge, two men on a
bike snatched Kajal’s mobile
phone worth Rs4,000 from her
hand, he told the Pandesara
police in his complaint.
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building get a fresh look. In
fact, his children also
studied in the same school.
“My father studied here, I
also got education in this
school and so did my
c h i l d r e n . We have an
emotional bonding as it was
the only one in the village
then,” recalls Goti. Goti
decided to help rebuild this
school when he got to know
that the structure was getting
dilapidated and requires
urgent repairs. “I decided to
rebuild it on my own. We will
bear all the expenses and the
current estimate suggests
that Rs 1.25 crore will be
required,’’ he added. Once
complete, this school will
have 16 rooms, a dome,
computer lab and all other
modern facilities. The

modern infrastructure will
help students as most of
them come from financially
weak backgrounds. Goti
aims to rebuild this into a
grand school campus on the
lines of any other modernday private institution. “I can
very well understand the
importance of a public school
in educating children coming
from
socially
and
economically
poor
backgrounds’’ he added.
Sitting in swanky offices in
the US, Hong Kong and
Dubai, where his businesses
are located, Goti frequently
slips into nostalgia thinking
about ‘Kendravarti Shala’
(earlier known as Taluka
Shala), which helped him
make a strong foundation for
the future.

announced online mode for
their primary section on Friday
itself. Their offline attendance
had dropped to just 20%. CN
Vidyalaya has decided to
switch to online education
from Monday. Over the last
few weeks, some 45 students
has tested positive for Covid
in the city while across the
state, there are some 200
cases of children and teachers
contracting the disease.
Cities like Surat had
reported 90 cases of children
and teachers contracting
Covid in school.

Rajkot: It’s a strange
dilemma when you are caught
between lions and a person’s
life. Ask these 108 emergency
services ambulance staffers
carrying an injured person in
an accident in Amreli on
Sunday and being blocked by
pride of Asiatic lions on the
state highway. It was indeed
an intense battle of wits
between man vs wild as law
prohibits honking at the lions,
while life, literally, was
slipping away in front of their
eyes. The incident took place
on Saturday night when 40year-old Prakash Bariya’s bike
rammed into a Nilgai near

Vanda village of Savarkundla
and he received serious head
injury. He was being taken to
Amreli Civil Hopsital from
Savarkundla to Amreli, when
a pride of lions blocked the
road of the ambulance which
was speeding to save a life.
The ambulance staff
slowed down the vehicle,
while they simultaneously
started treating him inside the
van to save precious time.
Meanwhile, three lions
came on the state highway
and decided to jay walk in the
middle of the road. Now,
according to Wildlife Act rules,
vehicles have to stop till the

time the lions vacate the roads
by themselves. This, then
proved to be truly critical for
the ambulance staff, who knew
that every minute counted for
the injured person. Emergency
medical technician, Jagdish
Solanki said, “The lions came
on the road when we reached
near Gokharvara hotel. They
started walking on the road
ahead of the vehicle for about
a three kilometre stretch. We
had no option but to slow
down our pace till we turned
towards Amreli city by
crossing Shetrunji river. We
had to respect pride and obey
the rules too.”

